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Bridge and the knife used for the
murder was also recovered,” a police officer said.
The four confessed to the murder. “They stabbed the man in the
chest and fled. We have arrested
all of them and investigation to ascertain their involvement in previous cases is on,” Tyagi said.

Italian traveller Varthema’s rare
16th-century journal in Capital
PALLAVI PUNDIR

aroundtown
Six arrested for
drug peddling

4 of them in Patiala House
court complex. PURUSHOTTAM SHARMA
NEW DELHI: Six persons, including
two Nigerian nationals, were arrested
for their alleged involvement in several drug peddling cases, police said
on Wednesday. They claimed to have
recovered drugs worth over Rs 8 crore
(3.5 kg of heroin and 6.2 kg of hashish)
from them. The Special Cell arrested
them from the Delhi Cantonment area,
after a tip-off. Police identified the six
as Anil Pratap Singh Chauhan (50),
Arun Kumar (46), P Mary Zelem (49),
Raju Diwakar alias Pappu (42), and
Nigerian nationals Alex Emechebe
(30) and Alloy Frank Michael alias Zidan (31). Two other gang members
were on the run, police said.

Five nabbed for forcing
girl into prostitution
NEW DELHI: Five persons, including
parents of a 15-year-old girl, were arrested for allegedly forcing her into
prostitution. Police said the girl escaped her captors and hid at her relatives’ house in Bhalswa Dairy. Police
said her parents were receiving a
monthly fee from the pimp. “When
the girl escaped, the pimp stopped
sending money. Her parents then
lodged a complaint which said that
the girl was missing. During investigation, we found out that the girl’s father had incurred debts. Three pimps
— Ravinder Singh, Shanno and
Sachin — have also been arrested,” a
police officer said. The girl told police
that her parents beat her up when she
refused to be sold to the pimps. ENS
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IN THE early 1500s, when Italian traveller Ludovico de
Varthema reached West Asia, he
decided to head southeast from
Persia. Varthema reached Diu in
1504 and traversed through the
western coast — Khambat,
Chaul,
Goa,
Mangalore,
Kozhikode and Kochi.
This venture became a part
his travelogue — Itinerario de Ludouico de Varthema Bolognese
(Itinerary of Ludovico de
Varthema) — that was published
in Rome in 1510.
It is one of the earliest European accounts of India.
The book has come to Delhi
for the first time — and currently
being displayed at an exhibition
titled “Voyages to India of Ludovico de Varthema” at National
Archives of India. The exhibition
is part of the 12th Italian Language Week in the World.
It was inaugurated on
Wednesday by Mushirul Hasan,
Director of National Archives;
Italian Ambassador Giacomo
Sanfelice di Monteforte, Keki N
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THE BOOK HAS come to Delhi for the first

time. It is displayed at an exhibition, titled Voyages to
India of Ludovico de Varthema, at National Archives of
India. The exhibition will be on till October 31
Daruwalla, member of National
Commission for Minorities; and
Eugenio Lo Sardo, Director of
Archivio di Stato di Roma (State
Archive of Rome).
The exhibition is a collaboration between National Archives

of India and Istituto Italiano di
Cultura, New Delhi. It comprises
excerpts of Varthema’s book with
illustrations.
“It is a very rare book since
printing had begun only a few
years before it was published. It

was an immensely successful
travel book of love, princesses,
sex and conversions in India.
Now, the book has 47 editions in
20 different languages,” said
Sardo, who played a big part in
bringing Varthema’s work to India. Sardo gifted a reprint of the
first edition to Hasan.
Unlike other travellers of his
time, Varthema (born in 1470)
travelled solely for pleasure and
stayed in India for eight years.
However, there is no record of
his personal life.
He witnessed various events
including the Battle of Diu
(1509) between the Portuguese
and Turks. Most of his observations, however, are about society
and people.
In Karnataka, for instance,
he wrote about the practice of sati
and noted that women were
forced into the practice.
He also wrote about converted communities such as
“Malabar Jews” and “Malabar
Christians”, and spices, elephants, occupations, gods, weddings, caste and social systems.
The exhibition will be on till
October 31.

Delhi to be ‘power
island’ by January
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UNION Power Minister Veerappa
Moily on Wednesday said Delhi’s
“power island” project “will be in
place in three months”.
Announcing this at a media
briefing with Chief Minister Sheila
Dikshit, Moily said the 3,400-MW
facility would be set up at a cost of
Rs 25 crore.
The Delhi government will
build the facility — a move to prevent disruptions of electricity supply in the city in times of grid disturbances. The proposal was floated
after the Northern Grid failure in
July that plunged the city into
darkness for several hours. More-

over, “islanding” will reduce
Delhi’s dependency on other
states for power.
The facility will ensure uninterrupted power supply to essential services such as Delhi Metro,
hospitals and the airports.
Dikshit said said the scheme
would be operational by January,
muchbeforethemid-2013deadline.
Electricity to this facility will be
drawn from four “islands” —
Dadri-Jajjhar-Pragati (2,315 MW),
Bawana CCGT (600 MW), BTPSPragati (500 MW) and Rithala
CCGT (20 MW).
The Delhi State Load
Despatch Centre will have the
overall responsibility of operating
the system.

Moily and Dikshit announced the decision on Wednesday.
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BUILDER SAYS ELEVATOR MALFUNCTIONED DUE TO VOLTAGE FLUCTUATION OR A FAULTY LEVER

Lift plunges four floors in Indirapuram, three injured
DIPANKAR GHOSE
GHAZIABAD, OCTOBER 17
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Seven people, including 2 children, were in the lift. GAJENDRA YADAV

HREE persons were injured after a lift fell four
floors at Jaipuria Sunrise
Green residential colony in Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad,
on
Wednesday afternoon.
A police officer said a glitch led
to the accident.
Sources said seven persons,
including two children, were in
the lift. The injured — Ashish
Chugh, his wife Vandana and
sister Minakshi — were taken to a
nearby hospital. Ashish suffered
a fracture.
“After lunch, six of my family

members got into the lift on the
fifth floor. Another person was
in the lift. We pressed the button
for the ground floor. It descended steadily till the second
floor. Then it picked up speed
and came crashing down to the
basement. Soon, smoke filled the
lift and we started screaming for
help,” Richa Chugh, who was in
the lift, said.
“After a while, a guard came
and we managed to get out of the
lift as the door opened slightly after the crash. Ashish and Vandana held on to the children, who
escaped with minor bruises and
scratches,” Chugh said.
The incident sparked a war of

words between the residents’
welfare association (RWA) and
the builder of the complex.
“The builder is responsible
for the maintenance of the lift,
which was installed by Otis in
2008. People have been asking
the builder to transfer the responsibility to the RWA. But the
builder has been resisting that,”
Rakesh Agarwal, a resident of
the apartment, said.
Ajay Singh, a Jaipuria group
official, begged to differ. “It
seems the lift crashed because of
a voltage fluctuation or a malfunctioning lever. We have asked
the RWA to take charge of the
maintenance, but they have re-

fused to accept the contract. The
contract is with a subsidiary of the
Jaipuria group.”
G Dey, president of the
RWA, said the contractor
in charge of the maintenance is a
company
called
Lakshya
Associates. It could not be contacted despite repeated attempts.
Police said the RWA had filed
a complaint against the builder.
“We are looking into the details of
the incident. We have received
the complaint and a case has
been registered. Further investigations are in progress. Though
the residents alleged that the lift’s
cable had snapped, we found that
it had not,” a police officer said.

